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1. The Verkehrsverbund Rhein-Sieg (VRS)
The transport association Rhein-Sieg (VRS) mobilises
the Cologne/Bonn region. For this reason, here in the 
southwest of North Rhine-Westphalia, nine rural and 
urban districts (Rhein-Erft, Euskirchen, Rhein-Sieg, 
Rhein-Berg Oberberg Cologne Bonn LeverkusenRhein-Berg, Oberberg, Cologne, Bonn, Leverkusen 
and Monheim) have merged to become one syndicated 
group. 

Since its foundation in 1987 the VRS offers the 
following for the use of public transport:following for the use of public transport:
- uniform tickets 
- uniform tariffs 

di t d ti t bl- a coordinated timetable
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1. The Verkehrsverbund Rhein-Sieg (VRS)

Facts & Figures
Area: 5.111 km² 
Inhabitants: 3,3 million ,
VRS partner companies: 30
Number of lines: 522 of which: 26 trainNumber of lines: 522 of which: 26 train 
railways), 18 urban railway and tram lines, 478 
bus linesbus lines
Number of stops: 7,500
Passengers: More than 1.4 million every day 
(Over 500 million per year)
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2. The first steps: VRS meets OSM
Early 2009:
First consideration to deal with OpenStreetMap
May 2009:
DegreeDay participation in Bonn and first contact to the
l l OSM C itlocal OSM-Community
Winter 2009:
Input of data sharing for OSM in the bodies of the VRSInput of data sharing for OSM in the bodies of the VRS
29.04.2010:
Final decision to provide the network and schedule dataFinal decision to provide the network and schedule data 
for OSM
Since early 2010 intensive contact with the local OSM-Since early 2010 intensive contact with the local OSM
Community
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3. Communication with the local OSM-Community

Maintenance and updating of the VRS-OSM-Wiki

http://wiki.openstreetmap.org/wiki/VRS
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3. Communication with the local OSM-Community

Implementation of a joint 
workshopworkshop

Support of a mapping party
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3. Communication with the local OSM-Community

Support and partial staff at OSM Stammtisch Bonn

Active partner in the regional mailing list of the 
OSM Stammtisch in Bonn
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3. Communication with the local OSM-Community

The current project

Cooperation of the VRS with the local OSM community and the 
developers of the public transport-stops import tool in Switzerland
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3. Communication with the local OSM-Community

The current project

Result of the matching between the VRS and OSM data
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3. Communication with the local OSM-Community

The current project

Next step:
Editing the stops

Final step:
Import into theImport into the 
OSM database
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4. The first result of using OSM data
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5. Positive and negative aspects

Positive aspects
Moti ation for all OSM Mapper to deal ith p blic- Motivation for all OSM Mapper to deal with public 

transport
Well known partner at the Transport Association- Well-known partner at the Transport Association

and in the OSM-Community (win-win for both sides)

Negative aspects
- No “normal” communication with the OSM- No normal  communication with the OSM 
community (meetings, large mailings etc.), because 
authorities have mostly one or two contact persons y p
in projects
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6. The next steps

2011:
Completion public transportation stops import- Completion public transportation stops import

2012:2012:
- Cooperation with the developer of the Public Transport 
Plugin for JOSM
- Automated generation of graphical representations of 
routes and stops environment plans for the VRS-print 
products and website based on OSMproducts and website based on OSM
- Extension of the mobile VRS-App with participation 
components to collect information on stopscomponents to collect information on stops 
infrastructure based on OSM tags (accessibility etc.)
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Thank you for your attention


